
How To Frame Oil and Acrylic Paintings – Bobbi Heath

When buying paintings online, they usually come without a frame. That makes 
them easier to ship and gives you the option of framing them as you like. Of 
course you can take them to a frameshop, choose a molding, and have your 
painting installed in a custom frame. But if you’re framing oil or acrylic paintings 
which don’t require a mat or glass, it’s not hard to frame the paintings yourself. 
Here’s what you need and how to do it.

First, it's easy to buy quality picture frames online, and very affordable. You’ll be 
able to have the frames cut to whatever size you need. I buy mine from Florida 
Frames, Frame Destination and sometimes Graphik Dimensions 
(pictureframes.com). But there are lots of places to choose from, simply google 
“picture frames”.

Above: Some frame and molding examples from Florida Frames

It's pretty straightforward to frame an oil or acrylic painting. All you need is the 
frame, a few pieces of supporting hardware, and some good tools. Below are 
the hardware and tools that I like and where to get them. 
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http://www.floridaframes.com/
http://www.floridaframes.com/
https://www.framedestination.com/ctg/custom-frames.html
http://www.pictureframes.com/


The first task is to secure the painting in the frame. And I’m talking here about a 
wooden frame and a painting on a panel or canvas. A point driver is used to 
drive little metal darts called points into the frame, and those hold the painting 
securely in the rabbet of the frame (the part in the back that’s recessed). 

When you order a frame, order one with the dimensions of the outside of the 
painting. You’ll find that ordering an 8”x10” frame, for example, there’ll be a bit of
wiggle room for the painting in the frame, you don't have to add that in when you
order. Note also that the rabbet will have to be deeper than the thickness of the 
painting in order to use the point driver method.

 

Above: Point Driver and box of points, where to order

I generally check the frame to see which side will look best as the top, dust the 
frame off, and lay it face down on a towel or something non-abrasive before 
dropping in and securing the painting. For 8"x10" paintings or smaller, I use one 
point per side, for larger paintings, I use two per side. An old palette knife is 
useful for positioning the painting in the frame as it's laying on your workbench.
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https://www.amazon.com/Fletcher-Terry-07-500-Fletcher-Master-Driver/dp/B000DZF41W/


point driver positioned to drive the point into the frame

The next task is to attach a wire for hanging, for which I use little gadgets called 
strap hangers. Always double check to make sure you know which is the top of 
the painting before making any holes in the back (I’ve messed that up a few 
times!). 

I make the holes for the strap hangers about 1/3 of the way down the back of 
the frame from the top edge. 

I use an awl to start the hole for the screws that hold on the strap hangers. This 
is less work than drilling the holes, and I rarely find a frame that’s too hard for 
this approach. 

If you want, you can make a couple of hits with a nail set into the hole made by 
the awl to get a deeper hole.
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Above: strap hangers and screws, where to order; awl, where to order, nail set
and hammer, available at your local hardware store 

Picture hanging wire is readily available at your hardware store. Choose wire 
that’s rated for more than the weight of the painting plus frame. I find the non-
coated wire to be easiest, but that’s a personal decision. Needle nose pliers and 
wire cutters are also useful.

Above: wire, needle nose pliers and wire cutters, available at your local
hardware store
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https://www.amazon.com/General-Tools-818-Hardwood-Scratch/dp/B00004T7R3/
https://www.amazon.com/Picture-Hangers-Hanging-Paintings-Artwork/dp/B07P6GPTBJ/


The pictures below show how to connect the wire to the strap hangers. Note, 
there is no painting in the frame in these photos. I sometimes make up the 
frames beforehand, and that works fine too. Another thing I like about this 
approach is that is very easy to remove the painting from the frame and replace 
it with another one. And you can do it without taking the wire off.

strap hanger screwed to back of frame

wire tied on to strap hanger
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an extra knot before wrapping the wire (I do this only 
for larger paintings)

excess wire wrapped around the hanging wire (be sure to 
neatly cut off the end)
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And finally, bumpers go on the bottom corners of the painting to keep it from 
banging into the wall.

Above: bumpers, where to buy

Above: back of framed painting

To finish off the framing, be sure to include information about the painting on the 
back, e.g. title, painter, location, etc.
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https://www.amazon.com/Cabinet-Bumpers-Adhesive-Dampening-Cupboard/dp/B093R1L475/

